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But I grant, this may not always be our happiness, either in
possession or in prospect: and therefore if this allegation
could be proved, I should be moved another way than I am
at present: there will be more time, I acknowledge, in any
one particular parliament, for attempts to be made that way.
Buta as I think, not at all more likely to succeed. On the
contrary, there is more likelihood, that gentlemen should by
degrees become even ready to part with a constitution, foV
which there must be such contention by bribery, and all the
arts of iniquity, every^ three years, than if it we were other-
wise. And then ag^in, supposing a parliament chosen fqr
three years only; a prince resolutely bent upon doing it in a
parliamentary way, prepared with treasures and favours,
might make such attempts, before that term be expired,
that none could resist, who would not as certainly go on
further in their integrity. One may venture to affirm that
a parliament which keeps its integrity for three years, will
discourage the making any such attempts for the remaining
four. And, to give an instance, if I remember right, the
parliament which gave up the liberties of Sweden gave that
fatal stroke within the term, of three years. Whenever a
court can be bad enough for such a design, they will first
take care at the time of election to set up persons capable
of the same bad design. And then there is no difference be-
tween three or seven years. Only, here remember, what I
have before observed to you, that the quick returns of trien-
nial elections tend much more to that corruption, bribery,
and dissoluteness of manners, as well as party-revenge, which
pave the way to the loss of liberty, than the longer term, now
proposed, can dp. One might appeal to any who unow the
world, whether it be not more probable (as I have urged al-
ready) that the elected gentlemen themselves, impoverished
by so frequent returns of their great charges, will be inclined
to listen to the offer made them, with so pernicious a view,
than if the returns were not so frequent; and besides this,
whether the influence that way from the powerful motive of
party-revenge, will not have vastly more weight, when it is
roused, and irritated, and set on fire by so quick returns of
contention, than if it were otherwise. And what is of great
moment, in my opinion, since it is ,plain that every instance
of wickedness, and division, tending to destruction, is so
heightened and inflamed by the quick returns of elections;
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